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1. TYPES OF DEGREE AND NATURE OF THE THESIS
11 TYPES OF DEGREE
The Law Faculty offers six types of postgraduate degrees.
Candidates wishing to register for a Masters degree have the choice of:

1 an LLM/MPhIl by coursework and minor dissertation. This is administered by the School for
Advanced Legal Studies. Further information may be obtained from the SALS Administrative Officer
(clare.richfield@uct.ac.za or lawreg-pg@uct.ac.za)

1 an LLM by dissertation. When the dissertation is dedicated to a topic of exclusively legal interest,

the Facultyods Higher Degrees Committee wil!/l admini
from the Law Registration Postgraduate lawreg-pg@uct.ac.za

1 an MPhil by dissertation. In this case, the dissertation will span two or more disciplines. If the topic
is predominantly legal, the thesis will be registered in the Law Faculty and will be dealt with by the
Facultyds Higher Degrees Committee. I f the topic
registration should be sought in the relevant Faculty.

1 Professional Masters by coursework and research tasks. The School for Advanced Legal Studies
administers this. Further information may be obtained from the SALS Administrative Officer
(clare.richfield@uct.ac.za or lawreg-pg@uct.ac.za).

Candidates wanting to register for a doctoral degree have the choice of:

1 A PhD, which is the general doctorate, is available for both purely legal and interdisciplinary
research.

1 an LLD, which is a senior doctorate offered only in the Law Faculty. This degree is awarded as a
mark of respect to distinguished scholars, who have an established reputation based on their
published works. These works must represent an original contribution to or substantial advance on
knowledge in the field.

Al l doctor al degrees are administered partly by the
Degrees Board. The latter body has final say in deciding whether to register candidates and what result is

to be awarded for the examination.

1.2 NATURE OF THE THESIS

Although originality in postgraduate research is always desirable, it is not an exclusive requirement
(especially for a Masters degree). Instead, a thesis should constitute a significant advance in knowledge on

the subject, of such a standard that publication in a reputable journal would be justified.

Candidates must therefore show that they have:

1 athorough knowledge of the chosen subject

1 mastered techniques required for competent research in law.

1 the capacity for independent thought and sound reasoning

9 satisfactorily presented the results of research.

LLM/MPhil thesis
An LLM or MPhHhil di ssertation may be either a single

four separate treati ses oAl ofthesg shauldde o sufficest quality ta be e
published in a reputable law journal. Whichever form is chosen, the final text must not exceed 40 000 words
in length.

PhD thesis

A doctoral thesis, on the other hand, must always be a single treatise. It may not exceed 80 000 words in
length, unless the Dean gives permission, in consultation with the supervisor. Final approval for this
concession is granted by the Doctoral Degrees Board.
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2. ADMISSION
2.1 ADMISSION RULES
2.1.1 LLM by dissertation
Candidates for the LLM may qualify for admission if they have:

1 a law degree of the University or equivalent degrees from another university recognised by
Senate for this purpose, or

1 in any other manner attained a level of competence which, in the opinion of Senate (which acts
on recommendation by the Law Faculty), is adequate for purposes of admission.

The same rules apply to the MPhil, with the exception that candidates may qualify if they have an honours
degree from UCT or another university recognised by Senate.

2.1.2 PhD degrees
Candidates for the PhD may qualify for admission if they have:
1 amasters degree

1 an honours degree, or a four-year bachelor's degree, plus at least one year's registration for a
masters degree

a three-year bachelor's degree plus at least two years registration for a masters degree
an LLB or BProc degree (or any qualification recognised as being the equivalent)

in special circumstances, an approved bachelor's degree or qualification recognised as
equivalent.

Candidates for the LLD may qualify for admission if they have produced a substantial and original body of
work that has already been published. The work must be of such a quality as to establish the candidate as
the leading authority in the field.

More detailed information on the application and registration procedure is available on the Admission page
of the postgraduate website.

2.2 FEES

1 Fees for the 2025 academic year can be confirmed by accessing the Fees Office website:
https://uct.ac.za/students/fees-funding/fees

Payment deadlines 2024
1 Initial payment 07 February 2025
1 Final payment 31 July 2025
1 Late payments are subject to a late payment fee of 10 percent.

SADC Students:

Students from SADC countries and non-South African students who do not have
permanent residence but pay local fees, must pay the minimum first payment for academic
and residence fees PLUS the SADC Administrative fee of R4,700 prior to registration

or by 07 February 2025, whichever date occurs first. Please allow at least 14 working days
for payment to reflect in UCT bank account to avoid delays in registration clearance being
granted.

(Note that study visa regulations, etc. do still apply) The SADC member countries are Angola, Botswana,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia,
Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
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International Students from outside the SADC region will be charged a non-refundable
Administrative Service fee of R5300.

It is important to note that:
1 fees are payable in full, prior to registration.
1 these sums do not include residence fees.
1 late registration is subject to a penalty of R2 000
1

the amount of fees payable is not fixed at the date of registration for the period of the entire
programme.

9 fees are subject to annual increases, usually by approximately 10%; potential candidates should
therefore consult the fee structure applicable to each new calendar year.

Methods of payment:

Please visit the following website for more information on methods of payment:
https://uct.ac.za/students/fees-funding-fees/payment-methods Returning students are reminded that they
need to settle their outstanding fees prior to registration.

2.3 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

2.3.1 STUDY VISAS

Under the provisions of the Immigration Act 13 of 2002, an international student may not enter or reside in
South Africa to take up degree studies without a valid study visa. Please ensure that you apply as soon
as possible, as the process takes from four to six weeks. Your application should be made to the nearest
South African High Commission, Consulate or Embassy, which will be able to provide you with a full list of
the requirements for your application. Once granted, you must be careful to confirm that you were given the
correct visa, valid for studies at UCT, before entering South Africa: you will not be permitted to pre- register
or register at UCT with an invalid study visa.

If students discontinue their studies or fail to qualify for re-enrolment, the University of Cape Town is
obliged, under section 13 (1)(a) of the Immigration Act, to inform the Department of Home Affairs. Because
the University did not originally apply for permission to grant the study permit, it is the student's
responsibility to submit periodic reports of satisfactory performance. If your study permit is being delayed,
please contact the Faculty Office.

2.3.2 PRE-REGISTRATION

Before you can register for your academic programme of study, or enrol in any courses, you must be
cleared by the International Office through a process known as pre-registration. Pre-registration is a
requirement under the South African Immigration Act. It is an immigration and fee clearance process to
verify and then capture your passport, visa, medical aid, and tuition fee payment information. Once
successfully pre-registered, you are cleared to proceed to registration and course enrolment with the
relevant faculty administration office.

IMMIGRATION SERVICE REQUEST REQUIREMENTS
(It is not necessary to resubmit certified copies of passport and relevant visa endorsed for UCT
only for those who pre-registered in 2023 if this documentation is still valid)
For international students residing in South Africa while completing taught courses/programmes
and conducting research
Students (residing in South Africa for longer than 3-months e.g. full-degree students and
Semester Study Abroad)
1 Certified copy of passport personal details page
1 Certified copy of study visa endorsed with UCT and not another institution; if so, you will be
required to apply for a change in visa conditions from VFS, Cape Town
1 Medical aid registered with the South African Council for Medical Aid Schemes
Students (residing in South Africa for shorter than 3-months e.g. Modular degree programmes)
1 Certified copy of passport personal details page
91 Certified copy of entry stamp (provided they are from a visa exempt country)
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1 Written confirmation from the course convenor or programme coordinator about the
modular programme and that the student will only be resident in the country when the module
is being taught.

For internationals residing outside of South Africa while studying and conducting research
1 Certified copy of passport personal details page
1  Written confirmation of remote studies OR
1 Completed and signed Remote Pre-registration Application form (signed off by a staff
member of the faculty office or academic department who has delegated authority to sign
registration related forms)

VFS Receipts for visarenewal applications in South Africa:

For those who have applied in South Africa to renew their study visas or other visa type, we will accept
your VFS receipt as part of your pre-registration immigration document submission once the Department
of Home Affairs grants UCT delegated authority to do so; until then, if you submit your immigration
Service Request with a VFS receipt for visa application renewal made in South Africa, your immigration
Service Request will be marked incomplete.

We will not accept VFS receipts confirming visa applications made outside of South Africa.

IMPORTANT! For those who pre-registered in 2024 and submitted certified copies of your passport
personal details page and relevant visa endorsed for study at UCT, if your documents are still valid you
are only required to upload proof of renewed medical aid cover for pre-registration immigration clearance
in 2025. Remember, international students who hold study visas for South Africa are required to submit
proof of medical aid cover registered with the South African Council for Medical Aid Schemes as part of
the Immigration Regulation requirements for South Africa.

If your visa has expired, please upload certified copies of your passport personal details page and your
new study visa for immigration clearance as per the list of requirements above.

For those who hold valid Asylum Seeker, Refugee and Permanent Resident Permits, we will accept
certified copies of these valid documents and the passport personal details page and medical aid cover
will not be required.

Follow the guide for more details on how to pre-register online.

South African medical aid for holders of a study visa

You require medical aid cover from a medical aid scheme registered with the South African Council of
Medical Aid Schemes before submitting your visa application. The cover must be for one year (renewable
annually) or for the full duration of the study programme and intended stay in South Africa where this is
shorter than one year.

We recommend two schemes are providing good medical cover and value for money:

1 Compcare Wellness

T Momentum Medical Aid Life Cover

2.4 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
241 SCHOLARSHIPS ADMINISTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY

UCT places high value on postgraduate study. To this end, support is available in the form of scholarships,
bursaries, and student loans. Certain awards are granted exclusively on academic merit, while others
consider financial need. For information on the various forms of postgraduate financial assistance available,
contact the Postgraduate Funding Office, Otto Beit Building (Old Student Union), Upper Campus, UCT,
Rondebosch 7701; Tel +27 21 6502206; Fax +27 21 6504352; email pgfunding@uct.ac.za; website
Postgraduate degree funding overview | University of Cape Town (uct.ac.za)

242 SCHOLARSHIPS ADMINISTERED BY THE FACULTY OF LAW

The Law Faculty administers a limited number of scholarships. Full details on these scholarships can be
found in the Law Faculty Handbook and the Law Faculty website.
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