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Detention

You are legally in South Africa if you have one of
the following documents:

« Refugee status permit or ID;
« An asylum seeker permit; or
« Avalid visa in your passport

It's a good idea to carry a certified copy of your
documents with you at all times and keep two
certified copies with friends or family. You may
be detained if you don't have the above
documents.

WHY YOU MAY BE ARRESTED:

While there are many reasons why you may be
arrested, these are the main ones:

o Your asylum seeker or refugee permit has
expired.

o You are an asylum seeker who has been
given a final rejection.

o You have committed a crime in South Africa.

If any of the above applies to you, seek
immediate legal assistance. You can find
contact details for organisations that can help
at the back of this pamphlet.

WHO CAN DETAIN YOU:

Only police officers and immigration officers are
permitted to ask you to show identity
documentation. If you are detained by a police
or immigration officer for the purpose of
identifying you, you may not be held for more
than 48 hours. During this time, the officers must
assist you in verifying your status by:

Allowing access to relevant documents that may

be readily available;

OR

Contacting relatives or other persons who can
assist in proving such identity and status;

AND

Accessing departmental records in this regard.

WHAT ARE YOUR RIGHTS WHILE DETAINED?

Regarding legal assistance, you have the

following rights:

° To consult alegal practitioner of your choice

o To approach the courts and to decision
making that is fair and reasonable

You also have the rights to be:

o Informed of the reasons for your detention in
a language that you can understand

o Held separately from criminal suspects

o Held in conditions that protect your dignity.
This means adequate accommodation,
food, reading material and medical
treatment

Children are not to be detained but can be only
if it is a ‘measure of last resort’. They may not be
held in detention with adults.

Scalabrini Centre of Cape Town

43 - 47 Commercial Street, Cape Town, 8001
T: +27 21 465 6433

E: info@scalabrini.org.za

Legal Resources Centre

Block D, Ground Floor, Aintree Office Park,
cnr Doncaster & Loch Roads; Kenilworth,
Cape Town, 7708

T: +2111 038 9709

E:info@lrc.org.za
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