


WHEN SHOULD BIRTH REGISTRATION BE

INITIATED AND WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

To register a birth, you need to fill out a form
called a notice of birth and submit it to the
Department of Home Affairs. This must be done

by:

03/ both parents where possible;

b) the next of kin or legal guardian with the
assistance of a social worker where the child
has been orphaned; or

c) the social worker where the child has been
abandoned. If the applicant is 18 years or older
they can give their own notice of birth.

All births must be registered within 30 days of
the child’s arrival - this is according to the Birth
and Deaths Registration Act. The birth
certificate is issued free of charge immediately
or within a few days.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO
REGISTER A BIRTH?

When registering a birth, these are the
documents that an applicant must have:

« DHA 24 - this is the Notice of Birth form that
was mentioned above

+ DHA 529 - this is a determination of
citizenship form (applicant, parents duly
fully completed)

« Full birth certificate of the applicant

« Marriage certificate if the parents are
married or both parents must acknowledge
paternity

«  Proof of birth [ citizenship of the South
African parent

« Police report from country of origin as well
as one from RSA (15 years and above)

« Aninterview report for both the applicant
and the South African parent (15 years and
above)

+  Proof of Paternity / DNA tests (15 years and
above)
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Birth registration is the process of officially
recording a child’s birth and issuing a proof of
registration called a ‘birth certificate’. A birth
certificate is one of the most important
documents an individual must possess. It is
your legal identity and gives you access to
public services and rights.

WHO IS ENTITLED TO BIRTH REGISTRATION
IN SOUTH AFRICA?

Section 28 of the Constitution states that:
“every child has the right to a name and a
nationality from birth”

Every child born in South Africa is entitled to
birth registration regardless of nationality or
their parents’ documentation status. Birth
registration does not translate into citizenship
in South Africa — the child takes the nationality
of their parents. There are no exclusions or
separate requirements for foreign birth
registrations.
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Contact
information:

OTHER ORGANISATIONS YOU CAN CONTACT
FOR ASSISTANCE:

Scalabrini Centre of Cape Town

43 — 47 Commercial Street, Cape Town, 8001
T: +27 21 465 6433

E: info@scalabrini.org.za

Legal Resources Centre

Block D, Ground Floor, Aintree Office Park,
cnr Doncaster & Loch Roads; Kenilworth,
Cape Town, 7708

T: +2111 038 9709

E:info@lrc.org.za
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