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All people have a right to basic, primary health
care under the South African Constitution.
Section 27(1) entitles everyone a right to:

+ (a) health care services, including

reproductive health care;

(bg sufficient food and water; and

+  (c) social security; including, if they are
unable to support themselves and their

dependents, appropriate social assistance.

Section 27 also guarantees that:

«  (2) the state must take reasonable
legislative and other measures, within its
available resources, to achieve the
progressive realisation of each of these

rights.
(??) no one may be refused emergency
medical treatment
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It's important to know that these rights apply to
everyone, and not just South African citizens.
Section 27(b) of the Refugees Act says that
refugees are entitled to the rights in the Bill of
Rights in the Constitution, except those that
explicitly say that they are limited to citizens.
The Department of Health Circular confirmed
that refugees and asylum seekers, with or
without permits, can access the same basic
health care services as South African citizens -
including treatment for HIV.

The National Health Act provides that all people
in South Africa can access primary health care
at clinics and community health centres.

WHAT ABOUT THE COSTS?

While everyone has the right to basic
healthcare, there are costs involved with some
treatment.

When accessing public healthcare:

Fees for refugees and asylum seekers with
documentation are assessed according to the
current means test. The means test is an
evaluation of your income to determine how
much money you are capable of paying — you
will need to provide proof of income. Refugees
and asylum seekers whose income exceeds the
means test limits pay full price for medical
services. If you do not work, you will not need to

pay.






