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FACULTY	NEWS

Staff	Welcomes

Private	Law	–	new	colleagues	|	The	Faculty	welcomes	two	new	colleagues	into	the

Private	Law	Department,	namely	Anthea-Lee	September-Van	Huffel	and	Richard

Cramer.

Anthea-lee	September-Van	Huffel	is	a

senior	lecturer	in	the	Department	of

Private	Law,	having	come	to	UCT	from

UFS.		She	completed	her	doctoral	research

at	the	University	of	the	Free	State,	with

her	LLD	thesis	titled	“A	critical	investigation

of	state	custodianship	and	its	implications

for	the	South	African	Property	Regime”.	She

has	a	solid	record	of	engaged

scholarship,	postgraduate	research

supervision,	and	postgraduate	module

teaching.	She	continues	to	consult	on

security	of	tenure,	constitutional	property

and	land	law.	Anthea-lee	holds	her	LLB

(2009)	and	achieved	her	Masters	in	Law

degree	in	2010,	both	from	University	of

the	Western	Cape	(UWC).	

Anthea-lee	was	admitted	as	an	Attorney	of	the	High	Court	of	South	Africa	in	2013,	and

has	several	years	practice	experience	in	Property	and	Land	Law.	She	completed	her

articles	at	Africa’s	largest	law	firm	Edward	Nathan	Sonnenbergs	(ENS)	in	Johannesburg

Sandton,	where	she	practiced	as	an	Associate	in	property	law,	after	which	she

practiced	as	an	Associate	at	Webber	Wentzel	(WW)	Johannesburg.	She	has	been

involved	in	a	number	of	prominent	property	and	land	matters.

Richard	Cramer	is	a	lecturer	in	the

Department	of	Private	Law.	He	holds	a	BA

(Hons),	LLB,	LLM,	and	PhD	from	the

University	of	Cape	Town.	Richard's

research	has	focused	primarily	on

property	law,	particularly	the	mandament

van	spolie,	unlawful	evictions,	the

abandonment	of	ownership,	and

negative-value	property.	His	research	has

also	touched	on	mineral	law,	particularly

the	conflicting	rights	and	interests

between	landowners	and	right	holders	in

terms	of	the	Mineral	and	Petroleum

Resources	Development	Act.

He	graduated	with	his	LLM	cum	laude	for	a	dissertation	titled	The	Mandament	van

Spolie	and	Unlawful	Evictions.	He	received	his	PhD	in	2020	for	a	thesis	titled	The

Abandonment	of	Landownership:	A	Proposed	Model	for	Regulated	Exit.	During	his	doctoral

studies,	he	received	funding	from	the	Swiss-South	African	Joint	Research	Partnership

to	spend	four	months	at	Lehrstuhl	Arnet	at	the	University	of	Zurich.	Prior	to	his

appointment	as	a	lecturer	in	the	Department,	Richard	completed	a	Postdoctoral

Fellowship	at	the	SARChI	Research	Chair:	Mineral	Law	in	Africa.	

Faculty	Finance	–	new	colleagues	|	Thabi	Magwada	and	Leona	Grobler	are	sharing

responsibility	as	Interim	Finance	Manager	for	the	Faculty	until	a	new	Finance	Manager

is	appointed.	Both	of	these	colleagues	work	fulltime	elsewhere	at	UCT.

Thabi	Magwada	is	currently	working	at	the	Research	Office	as	the	Assistant	Finance

Manager	in	addition	to	this	interim	FM	role.	Thabi	has	been	with	UCT	since	2018,

coming	from	corporate	prior	to	starting	at	UCT.

Thabi,	above,	and	Leona,	right.

Leona	Grobler	started	working	at	Health

Sciences	in	2012	where	she	has	been

ever	since,	and	is	currently	an	Assistant

Management	Accountant.	When	Leona	is

not	working,	we’re	likely	to	find	her	in	the

water	-	she	loves	swimming,	especially	in

open	water!

Staff	Achievements

2024	Franco-German	award	for	Human

Rights	and	Rule	of	Law	|	On	10

December	2024,	this	recognition	was

awarded	to	Dr	Melanie	Judge,	Adjunct

Professor	in	Public	Law,	for	her	activism

around	and	scholarship	on	the	rights	of

LGBTIQ	people.	The	2024	Franco-German

prize	for	Human	Rights	and	Rule	of	Law

was	awarded	jointly	by	H.E.	Ambassador

Martinon	of	France	and	H.E.	Ambassador

Peschke	of	Germany	on	10	December,

International	Human	Rights	Day,	at	an

event	held	in	Pretoria.

Since	2016,	France	and	Germany	have

used	International	Human	Rights	Day	to,

through	the	award,	jointly	pay	tribute	to

individuals	around	the	world	who	have

shown	outstanding	commitment	to

promoting	human	rights.	An	edited

version	of	Dr	Judge’s	acceptance	speech

was	published	by	News24.

International	Alliance	of	Research

Universities	Early	Career	Collaboration

Grant	|	Dr	Cecile	de	Villiers	has	been

awarded	this	early	career	collaboration

grant,	and	visited	the	Australian	National

University	for	two	weeks	in	February.

In	addition,	Cecile	is	one	of	two	UCT	Law

colleagues	who,	as	part	of	a	5-person

project	team,	has	been	awarded	a	Law

Schools	Global	League	Research	Projects

Initiative	Grant	Award.		Dr	Cecile	de

Villiers	and	A/Prof	Melanie	Murcott	have

just	been	awarded	a	3-year	project	grant

as	part	of	a	team	of	five	researchers	who

received	a	grant	from	the	LSGL	for	their

project	titled	'GENDERGY'	(Gendering

the	Energy	Transition).	The	project	will

investigate	how	the	energy	transition

shapes	gendered	precarity	in	land	and

labour	relations	across	selected	African

and	Latin	American	countries,	considering

both	trans-spatial	dynamics	(e.g.,	foreign

demand,	international	investments)	and

trans-temporal	legacies	(e.g.,	colonial

histories).	The	LSGL	grant,	awarded	on	9

January	2025,	seeks	to	foster

interdisciplinary,	collaborative	research	by

funding	projects	developed	by

researchers	from	at	least	three	LSGL

institutions.	According	to	the	LSGL

Presidency,	the	GENDERGY	project	'stood

out	for	its	innovativeness,	the	relevance

and	feasibility	of	its	outputs,	and	the

degree	of	cooperation	between	LSGL

institutions'.	Apart	from	Melanie	and

Cecile,	the	research	team	consists	of	Dr

Thalia

Viveros	Uehara	of	Tilburg	University	(Netherlands),	Dr	Clara	Lopez	of	King’s	College

(United	Kingdom)	and	Prof	Olívia	de	Quintana	Figueiredo	Pasqualeto	of	FGV	Direito	SP

(Brazil).	Said	Prof	Fatima	Khan,	in	congratulating	our	colleagues	on	this	grant,	“This	is

great	news,	well	done	to	both	of	you.	I	am	very	pleased	to	see	that	membership	of	the

Law	Schools	Global	Leagues	is	proving	to	be	beneficial	to	the	Faculty,	particularly	to	our

emerging	researchers”.

Student	Achievements

Oppenheimer	Memorial	Trust	(OMT)

Scholarship	for	PhD	studies	|	Wandile

Brian	Zondo,	a	third-year	PhD	Candidate

in	Public	Law	at	the	University	of	Cape

Town	(UCT)	under	the	supervision	of	Dr

Nomfundo	Ramalekana	and	Associate

Professor	Fatima	Osman,	has	been

granted	a	prestigious	Oppenheimer

Memorial	Trust	(OMT)	scholarship	to

support	his	PhD	studies	in	Law.	Zondo

was	informed	of	his	successful	application

in	December	2024	–	a	particularly	notable

achievement,	given	that	the	Trust

received	a	‘record	number	of	998

applications	from	extremely	talented

candidates,	of	which	only	43	were

shortlisted.’	As	one	of	the	scholarship

recipients,	he	views	this	opportunity	as	a

privilege.	

“I	am	deeply	honoured	and	privileged	to

receive	this	scholarship	and	the	support	that

the	OMT	will	provide	for	me	to	finish	my	PhD”

said	Zondo.

The	East	Africa	Pre-Moot	–	UCT	Law

wins	2nd	place!

Towards	end-February,	Amohelang

Molefi,	Lizwi	Majola	(coach)	and	Kerrin

Baker	participated	in	the	East	Africa	pre

moot.	This	is	an	opportunity	for	15

universities	spread	across	the	African

continent	to	prepare	for	the	Vis	Moot	in

Vienna	in	April.	The	team	from	UCT	was

able	to	make	it	to	the	finals,	where	we

unfortunately	lost	by	a	close	margin	to

Strathmore	law	school.	This	is	the	furthest

UCT	has	made	it	at	this	event	and

Amohelang	and	Kerrin	were

dually	awarded	3rd	runner	up	best

speaker.	Although	a	week	of	intense

competition	the	experience	was

more	about	creating	African	comradery

and	supporting	each	other	as	competitors

and	fellow	law	students	through	the

competition	journey.	The	UCT	team	is

hoping	to	participate	in	Vienna	in	April

2025	and	will	be	there	alongside	new

friends	from	around	the	African	continent.

This	great	mooting	team	hopes	to	make

the	University	proud	and	hope	that	an

African	team	can	finally	win	the	Vis	Moot!	

FORTHCOMING	CONFERENCES,	SEMINARS	AND	EVENTS

Accessories	after	the	fact	–	a	moral	vindication

A/Prof	George	Hull	from	the	Philosophy	Department	at	UCT	will	present	a	discussion

session	as	a	lunchtime	seminar	in	the	Law	Faculty	Common	Room	on	12	March	2025

from	13h00	–	14h30.	Prof	Hull	has	written	on	diverse	topics	such	as	decolonisation,

epistemic	injustice,	business	ethics	and	recently	on	criminal	theory.	Please	join	this

stimulating	discussion	on	the	morally	controversial	topic	of	accessories	after	the	fact.	

SDG+10

A	Global	Legal	Stocktake	of	Achievements,	Opportunities	and	Challenges

Please	be	informed	that	the	deadline	for

the	SDG+10	conference	CfA	has	been

extended	to	31	March	2025.	The	renewed

call	for	asbstracts	was	shared	with	the

Faculty	on	email	by	Prof	Khan	on	27

February	2025.	Please	send	your

abstracts	to	Hwon	Lee

(kl1n18@soton.ac.uk).

This	conference	will	take	place	on	17-18	September	2025.	PLEASE	NOTE:	Southampton

Law	is	willing	to	fund	the	participation	of	two	UCT	law	academics.

Assessment	in	the	Age	of	AI:	Principles,	Practices,	and	Innovations

for	the	Future	of	Learning

Thursday	3rd	of	April	2025	|	9am	to	4pm

The	Hasso	Plattner	School	of	Design	Thinking	Afrika	

Free	of	charge	

Submissions	were	due:	4	March	2025	|	Registration	closes:	27	March	2025

This	symposium,	co-hosted	by	UCT's	CILT	and	Stellenbosch	University's	Division	for

Learning	&	Teaching	Enhancement,	takes	place	on	Thurs	3	April	2025.	AI	(GenAI)

continues	to	develop	and	have	an	impact	on	assessments	in	higher	education.	Join	us

for	a	symposium,	Assessment	in	the	Age	of	AI:	Principles,	Practices,	and	Innovations	for

the	Future	of	Learning,	where	we	will	critically	engage	with	this	space.	Our	discussions

will	explore	a	range	of	crucial	topics,	including	but	not	limited	to:

Exploring	principles	for	responsible	and	equitable	AI	use	in	assessment.

Building	assessment	culture	and	enhancing	lecturer	and	student	assessment	literacy

for	integration	into	teaching	in	an	AI	enabled	environment.

Share	best	practices	and	innovations	in	assessment	strategies,	both	big	and	small,

drawing	attention	to	assessing	the	process	instead	of	the	product.

Imagining	new	forms	or	ways	of	practicing	assessment	that	become	possible	with	AI.	

This	collaborative	event	brings	together	colleagues	from	the	universities	in	our	region

(SU,	CPUT,	UCT,	and	UWC)	to	share	insights	through	discussion	and	short

presentations.	

Click	here	to	register	|	Regsitration	open	until:	Thu	27	March	2024

Race,	Refuge	and	Repair:	Rethinking	migration	from	the	Global	South

This	colloquium,	taking	place	at	UCT	Law

on	29	&	30	May	2025,	aims	to	bring

together	the	crucial	empirical	work

currently	organised	under	the	banner	of

‘border	criminologies’	with	critical	legal

analysis,	including	Third	World

Approaches	to	International	Law	(TWAIL)

and

related	work	at	the	intersections	of

refugee	law,	race,	decolonisation	and

criminalisation.	It	seeks	to	advance

scholarship	on	the	imbrication	of	law	and

colonisation	and	the	legal,	political,

economic	and	ecological	relationships

embedded	in	Empire,	displacement,

mobility	and	refugee	protection.

The	colloquium	will	be	co-hosted	by	the

Centre	for	Criminology	and	the	Refugee

Rights	Unit	at	the	University	of	Cape

Town,	the	Refugee	Studies	Centre	(ODID)

and	Border	Criminologies	in	the	Centre

for	Criminology	at	the	University	of

Oxfordalongside	the	Centre	for

International	Governance	and	Dispute

Resolution	at	King’s	College	London.

Abstracts	were	due	(300	words)	by	14

February	2025.	Enquiries	can	be	sent	to

racerefugerepair@gmail.com.	Final	papers

of	5000	-	6000	words	are	due	by	1	May

2025.

Past	conferences,	seminars	&	events

Understanding	the	Just	Transition

through	the	lenses	of	Wellbeing,	Justice,

and	Equity		

	

A/Prof	Melanie	Murcott	hosted	a

workshop	on	this	topic,	in	partnership

with	University	of	Amsterdam,	on	30

January	2025.

Luyanda	Xulu,	Commercial	Law

Continental	harmonisation	of

cyber	law	in	Africa:

Players,	priorities	and	prognosis

Prof	Caroline	Ncube	delivered	the

opening	keynote	address	at	the	recent

African	Cyber	Law	conference	held	in

Johannesburg	on	4	–	5	February.	In

addition,	Luyanda	Xulu	presented	at	this

conference	his	second	research	paper

on	The	Impact	of	Cybercrime	on	Crypto

Asset	Service	Providers:	Implications	for

Insolvency	Law.	Commented	Xulu,"I	had	a

truly	enriching	experience	engaging	with

an	audience	on	the	intersection	of

insolvency	law	and	cyber	law.	I	greatly

valued	the	insightful	discussions,

constructive	feedback,	and	the

enthusiasm	surrounding	this	dynamic	and

evolving	field."

Criminal	Justice	Reform	in	Africa

UCT	Law's	Centre	of	Criminology	was	very	pleased	to	co-host	with	the	University	of

Notre	Dame	Law	School	a	conference	on	Criminal	Justice	Reform	in	Africa,	on	Friday	7

February	2025.		This	conference	brought	together	academics	and	practitioners	from

across	the	continent	to	examine	a	range	of	current	issues	in	criminal	justice	-	from

gendered	and	international	crimes	to	policing.	The	conference	presented	a	set	of

papers	that	took	stock	of	where	things	stand	on	a	set	of	issues	in	criminal	justice,	and

linked	across	the	papers	to	consider	what	these	may	signal	in	terms	of	developing	a

Southern	African	contribution	to	decolonial	criminology	and	criminal	justice.

The	discussion	panel	raised	questions	about	where	and	by	whom	knowledge	is

generated,	and	drew	attention	to	gross	economic	inequality	and	the	continuing

consequences	of	colonialism,	patriarchy,	racism	and	capitalist	structures.	With

discussants	from	Nigeria,	Kenya	and	Rwanda,	the	conference	used	decoloniality	as	an

opportunity	not	only	for	a	critique	of	approaches	from	the	Global	North	but	as	a	means

to	build	alternative	theoretical	and	empirical	contributions	about	the	role	of	the	state

and	communities	in	framing	and	responding	to	crime.	

Alchemical	tales:	a	conference	curated	in	honour	of	Albie	Sachs

Alchemical	tales	was	co-convened	by	UCT

Law,	Stellenbosch	Law	and	UWC	Law,

and	hosted	at	the	Kramer	Law	Building

from	12	-	14	February.	Led	from	the

Faculty's	side	by	Prof	Pierre	de	Vos,	this

3-day	conference	included	a	mix	of

individual	papers,	films,	poems	as	well	as

thematic	panels,	that	focused	on	Sachs’s

engagement	with	law,	politics,	literature,

art,	architecture,	film	and	more	-	reflecting

on	tensions	and	relations	and	their

(im)possibilities	in	critical	and	‘unexpected’

ways.

With	more	than	100	participants	engaged

in	16	sessions	(some	single	presenter,

some	parallel,	and	some	panels),	the

conference	was	an	opportunity	to

celebrate	the	life	and	work	of	Justice	Albie

Sachs	in	celebration	of	his	90th	birthday.

The	real	celebration	event	however	-	in

honour	of	Albie	Sach's	90th	-	was	a

fantastic	launch	of	the	Albie	Collection	in

the	Pius	Langa	Quad.	The	Albie	Collection

is	described	as	a	"curated	conspectus	of

the	life,	love,	law,	literature	and	laughter

of	Albie	Sachs	and	is	a	collection	of	more

than	70	videos,	interviews	and

documentary-style	recordings	of

conversations	with	Albie.

Introduced	by	Vanessa	September,	the

launch	included	a	conversation	with	Albie

Sachs	facilitated	by	Thandi	Matthews

(who	features	in	many	of	the	recordings).	

The	conversation	was	followed	by	drinks,

refreshments,	music,	dancing	and	much

celebration	with	the	200	guests	who

joined	for	the	special	event!	

pics	below	from	Mbekezeli	Benjamin's	posts	on	X

Use	of	Force	:	Military	Action	with

consent

	

A/Prof	Hannah	Woolaver	hosted	the

@ILA_official	Committee	at	UCT	on	13	and

14	February,	where	thought-provoking

discussions	on	military	interventions	were

held	over	the	two	days.	Said	Chiara

Redaelli	of	the	gathering:	“I	had	a	fantastic

time	at	@UctLaw	Cape	Town	University,

engaging	in	thought-provoking	discussions

on	military	interventions.	Grateful	for	the

stimulating	debates	and	inspiring

exchanges.	A	huge	thank	you	to

@hannahwoolaver	for	being	such	a

wonderful	host!”

The	South	African	Constitution	as	a	"constructive	revolutionary"	case

On	Wednesday,	19	February	2025,

Professor	James	Fowkes	(University	of

Münster)	presented	his	forthcoming

paper,	'On	Constitutional	Power	in	South

Africa:	Beyond	the	Negotiation	Story',	with

Dr	Nomfundo	Ramalekana	(UCT)	as

discussant.	

James	Fowkes	is	Professor	of	Foreign

and	International	Law	at	the	University	of

Münster.	He	is	the	author	of	Building	the

Constitution:	The	Practice	of

Constitutional	Interpretation	in	Post-

Apartheid	South	Africa.

Nomfundo	Ramalekana	is	a	senior

lecturer	in	the	Department	of	Public	Law

at	the	University	of	Cape	Town.

The	intersection	of	climate	change,

health	and	public	international	law	

Dr	Cecile	de	Villiers	participated	in

a	webinar	on	this	topic,	on	Thursday	20

Feb	2025.	The	webinar	examined	the

intersection	of	climate	change,	health

&	public	international	law,	focusing	on

how	legal	frameworks	address	health

vulnerabilities	exacerbated	by	climate

change.	Examining	diverse	global	contexts

—	such	as	informal	labour	in	South	Africa,

the	impacts	of	agrotoxins	in	Latin	America,

gendered	disparities	in	rural	India,	and

health	inequalities	in	the	UK	—	disccussion

shed	light	on	the	structural	inequalities

and	systemic	challenges	that	deepen

health	disparities	worldwide,	and	critically

assessed	the	political	economy	of	global

health	in	shaping	climate	governance,

alongside	the	potential	of	human	rights

law	to	advance	equity	and	resilience.	

Reflecting	on	the	Civic	Space

Summer	School

	

The	Faculty's	DGRU	recently	hosted	this

important	3-day	discussion	(21	-	23

February)	on	currently	challenges	for	civic

space.	Co-convened	with	AJJF

(@AfricanJurists)	and	Amnesty

International	(@amnesty),	this	symposium

successfully	brought	together	youth

activists,	legal	experts,	and	funders	to

strategise	on	resisting	repression,

leveraging	digital	activism,	and

strengthening	global	solidarity.	A	key

highlight	was	a	panel	on	Judiciaries	&

Civic	Space,	moderated	by	Dr	Justice

Mavedzenge,	where	experts	discussed

how	courts	can	act	as	both	a	shield	and	a

weapon	in	the	fight	for	civic	freedoms.

The	event	provided	a	critical	space	for	co-learning	and	collaboration,	equipping

participants	with	tools	to	push	back	against	authoritarianism	and	protect	civic	spaces

globally.

PUBLICATIONS

Acta	Juridica	–	Call	for	Proposals

	

General	Editor	Salona	Lutchman	has	put

out	a	call	for	proposals	for	a	topic	or

theme	for	the	2027	issue	of	Acta	Juridica.

Proposal	deadline:	19	March	for	submission

to	March	2025	Faculty	Board	meeting.

Comparative	Civil	Procedure	(2025)

Prof	Mohamed	Paleker	recently	co-

authored	a	book	titled	Comparative	Civil

Procedure	(2025)	published	by	Edward

Elgar	in	the	United	States.	The	abstract

outlines	the	book's	focus	as	follows:

Bringing	together	an	international	array	of

legal	scholars,	this	discerning	Research

Handbook	provides	a	comparative	analysis

of	civil	procedure	law.	Chapters	examine	the

rules	that	dictate	how	a	civil	dispute	is

initiated,	processed,	decided	and	enforced	in

a	court	of	law,	comparing	each	aspect	of	the

procedure	across	continents	including	Asia,

Europe	and	the	Americas.	The	Research

Handbook	delves	into	the	fundamental

principles	of	civil	procedure,	access	to

evidence	and	the	psychology	of	procedural

justice,	drawing	on	in-depth	and

contextualized	studies	from	the	Global	North

and	South.	Adopting	a	forward-thinking

approach,	the	contributing	authors	look	to

the	future	of	civil	dispute	resolution,

discussing	potential	developments	in

processes	such	as	the	digitization	of	judicial

procedure	and	deciding	lawsuits	outside	of

courts.	Presenting	invaluable	new

perspectives	on	civil	procedure	law,	this

comprehensive	Research	Handbook	is	an

essential	read	for	scholars	and	practitioners

in	international	practice	and	transnational

litigation.	It	will	also	benefit	students	and

researchers	interested	in	dispute	resolution,

comparative	politics	and	sociology

Additional	information	is	available	on	the	Edgar	Elgar	site.	

Administration	of	Estates	in

South	Africa

	

Professor	Francois	du	Toit	has	just

published	a	chapter,	titled	Administration

of	Estates	in	South	Africa,	in	a	new	OUP

publication	titled	Comparative	Succession

Law	Volume	IV:	Administration	of	Estates.

The	book	summary	indicates	that	the	book

is	a	historical	and	comparative	study	of

how	and	by	whom	the	estates	of

deceased	persons	are	administered,

drawing	upon	the	leading	legal	traditions

of	Europe	and	beyond.	When	a	person

dies,	his	or	her	assets	(or	their	value)	fall

to	be	transferred	to	those	entitled	to

succeed	to	them,	whether	in	terms	of	the

deceased’s	will	or,	in	the	absence	of	a	will,

according	to	the	rules	of	intestate

succession.	Along	the	way,	the	assets

have	to	be	identified,	located,	collected	in,

and	safeguarded.	Debts	owed	by	the

deceased	or	arising	from	the	death	must

likewise	be	identified	and	then	met	(if

need	be,	with	the	proceeds	from	a	sale	of

estate	assets).

The	whole	process	by	which	this	is	done,

from	the	time	of	the	death	until	the	time	of

final	distribution	of	the	assets	to	those

entitled	to	receive	them,	is	the	subject	of

the	present	volume.	The	focus	is	on	the

legal	systems	of	Europe	and	of	those

countries	which	have	been	influenced	by

the	European	experience.

The	volume	includes	chapters	on	the	law	in	Austria,	England	and	Wales,	France,

Germany,	Hungary,	Italy,	the	Netherlands,	Norway,	Russia,	Scotland,	and	Spain,	as

well	as	on	Australia	and	New	Zealand,	Canada,	China,	South	Africa,	South	America,

and	the	United	States	of	America.	The	historical	background	to	the	main	legal

traditions	in	Europe	is	represented	by	chapters	on	Roman	law,	on	the	customary	law

of	early-modern	Continental	Europe,	and	on	English	law	before	1837.	More	information

is	available	on	the	OUP	site.	

A/Prof	Fatima	Osman	has	recently

published	a	paper	titled	Bwanya	v	Master:

A	Softening	of	the	Doctrine	of	Precedent,	in

the	Constitutional	Court	Review	of

January	2025	(14(1):441-470).

Bwanya	v	Master	of	the	High	Court	[2021]

ZACC	51,	2022	(4)	BCLR	410	(CC),	2022

(3)	SA	250	(CC)	provided	the

Constitutional	Court	with	the	opportunity

to	reconsider	its	previous	judgment	of

Volks	v	Robinson	[2005]	ZACC	2,	2005	(5)

BCLR	446	(CC)	and	its	implications	for	the

inheritance	rights	of	opposite-sex

partners.	The	Court	in	Bwanya,	in	a	much-

anticipated	decision,	declared	the

Intestate	Succession	Act	81	of	1987	and

the	Maintenance	of	Surviving	Spouses	Act

27	of	1990	unconstitutional	to	the	extent

that	the	legislation	did	not	provide	for

partners	in	a	permanent	life	partnership

in	which	the	partners	have	undertaken

reciprocal	duties	of	support.	The	article

argues	that	while	Bwanya	may	be

distinguishable	from	Volks,	it	would	be	an

artificial-rather	than	meaningful-

distinction	that	seeks	to	avoid	a

confrontation	with	Volks.	The	Bwanya	and

Volks	cases	raise	the	same	substantive

issue,	being	the	rights	of	unmarried

partners,	and	the	Court	should	be

applauded	for	confronting	the	issue

directly	rather	than	skirting	the	issue

through	superficial	distinctions.

Unfortunately,	the	Court's	approach	in

confronting	and	departing	from	Volks

without	declaring	the	previous	judgment

wrong	is	confusing	and	unconvincing.	The

judgment	appears	to	represent	a

softening	of	the	doctrine	of	stare	decisis

and	a	shift	in	the	Court's	approach

regarding	the	rights	of	unmarried	parties,

as	legislative	intervention	in	this	area	is

not	forthcoming.

Prof	Tjakie	Naude	has	recently

published		Consumer	ADR	in	South	Africa,	a

chapter	in	Consumer	Alternative	Dispute

Resolution	in	Emerging	Economies	Edited

By	Eda	Sahin-Sengül,	Serkan	Kaya.

Taylor&Francis.	February	2025.

Tjakie’s	chapter	abstracts	explains:

ADR	plays	an	essential	role	in	enforcing

consumer	law	in	South	Africa.	The	ombuds

and	some	provincial	consumer	protection

authorities	are	probably	the	most	effective

bodies	offering	dispute	resolution,	but

various	ombuds’	decisions	are	not	binding

on	suppliers.	For	ADR	by	such	ombuds	to	be

effective,	it	should	be	followed	by	action	by

the	regulator	against	a	supplier	engaging	in

prohibited	conduct,	as	sometimes	happens.

South	Africa	has	a	complex	consumer

protection	enforcement	system...

Complexity	is	created	in	that	some

consumers	have	a	very	low	income,	live	far

away	from	major	cities	and	do	not	have

ready	access	to	Wi-Fi	or	data	to	access	ODR

systems	like	those	of	Ombuds.	For	them,

walking	into	their	local	small	claims	court	is

the	best	option,	but	more	information

campaigns	about	these	courts	are	needed.

The	ombuds	and	some	provincial	authorities

are	a	good	option	for	others	with	access	to

free	Wi-Fi.	The	Consumer	Protection	Act	No.

68	of	2008,	states	which	enforcement	body

to	approach	when	urgent	amendments	are

required.

More	information	about	the	book	is	available	on	the	T&F	site.

Intersectionality	in	the	South	African

Constitution’s	Equality	Clause

Dr	Nomfundo	Ramalekana	recently

published	her	paper	on	this	topic,	co-

authored	with	Lethlogonolo	Mokgoroane.

The	paper	is	available	on	the	T&F	site.	

The	asbstract	explains	as	follows:

The	South	African	Constitutional	Court	has

long	accepted	intersectionality	as	a

framework	to	identify	the	disadvantage	that

the	right	to	equality	in	s	9	of	the

Constitution	of	the	Republic	of	South	Africa,

1996	seeks	to	eradicate.

However,	it	has	never	been	clear	what	impact	intersectionality	has	in	determining	whether

differentiation	is	rational	under	s	9(1),	whether	there	is	or	isn’t	unfair	discrimination	under

s	9(3)	(the	Harksen	test)	and	whether	a	purported	remedial	or	restitutionary	measure	is

constitutionally	protected	under	s	9(2)	of	the	Constitution	(the	Van	Heerden	test).

Further,	there	is	no	clarity	on	how	intersectionality	shapes	remedial	design	once	a	court

has	found	a	breach	of	s	9.	Through	an	analysis	of	the	Constitutional	Court’s	intersectional

equality	jurisprudence	and	drawing	on	intersectionality	theory,	this	article	seeks	to

illuminate	how	intersectionality	has	and	ought	to	shape	the	South	African	court’s	approach

to	the	right	to	equality.

	

The	paper	is	available	on	the	T&F	site.	

Dr	Justice	Mavedzenge	recently

published	his	paper	titled	Towards	a

framework	of	reparatory	measures	for	the

enslavement	and	colonisation	of	the	African

people,	in	the	African	Human	Rights

Journal.

African	Human	Rights	Law	Journal		(2024)

24	:	395-423

In	summary,	the	paper	discusses	the	following:

In	February	2023	the	African	Union	adopted	a	resolution	by	which	it	resolved	to	pursue

reparatory	justice	to	redress	the	harm	that	was	caused	against	Africans	through	Trans-

Atlantic	slavery	and	colonialism.	The	adoption	of	the	resolution	has	been	followed	by	a

debate	on	how	it	can	best	be	implemented,	especially	considering	that	the	quest	for

reparations	for	slavery	and	colonialism	has	been	ongoing	for	almost	a	century.	If	the	AU	is

to	succeed	in	this	quest,	it	needs	to	develop	a	strategy	that	addresses	two	critical

questions,	namely,	(i)	what	would	constitute	reparatory	justice	in	contemporary	terms,	for

these	historical	crimes;	and	(ii)	how	the	AU	should	pursue	its	claim	for	reparatory	justice.

This	article	discusses	these	two	questions	and	suggests	that	the	AU	uses	the	United

Nations	Basic	Principles	and	Guidelines	on	the	Right	to	a	Remedy	and	Reparation	for

Victims	of	Gross	Violations	of	International	Human	Rights	Law	and	Serious	Violations	of

International	Humanitarian	Law	as	both	a	legal	and	conceptual	basis	for	identifying

measures	that	would	constitute	reparatory	justice	for	Africans,	in	order	to	redress	the

harm	caused	through	slavery	and	colonialism.

The	paper	is	available	HERE,	and	more	information	is	available	on	the	AHRJ	site.

Principles	of	Criminal	Law

	

Prof	PJ	Schwikkard	and	Dr	Tshepho	Mosaka	have	just	had	published	their	co-

authored	book	-	with	Jonathan	Burchell	-	titled	Principles	of	Criminal	Law	(Juta,	6th

ed).		

	

This	sixth	edition	of	the	established	work	Principles	of	Criminal	Law,	now	Burchell’s

Principles	of	Criminal	Law,	includes	a	number	of	compelling	new	features.	Written	by

three	specialist	authors	–	Emeritus	Professor	Jonathan	Burchell,	Professor	P	J

Schwikkard	and	Dr	Tshepo	Bogosi	Mosaka	–	it	contains	substantially	improved

chapters	on	corruption,	substance	abuse	and	organized	crime,	as	well	as	fuller	debate

on	consent	to	die	with	dignity.	It	places	greater	emphasis	on	customary	law	and

submissions	on	mistaken	belief	in	consent	in	rape	cases.	There	are	also	new	chapters

on	witchcraft	and	hate	crimes	(incorporating	hate	speech).	

Prof	Schwikkard,	above	and

Dr	Mosaka,	right.

Prof	Hugh	Corder	recently	penned	an

opinion	piece	in	the	Daily	Maverick,

titled	Will	the	last	person	to	leave	the	SA

Post	Office	please	switch	off	the	lights.

The	full	article	is	available	on	the	DM	site.

ENGAGED	SCHOLARSHIP	AND	SOCIALLY	RESPONSIVE	LAW

African	Legal	Information	Institute

Mariya	Badeva,	Director	of	AFLII	and	its

related	projects,	has	shared	a	fantastic

milestone:	UgandaLII	announced	on

Monday	6	January	that	they	had	uploaded

20	000	judgements	onto	their	platform!	

Building	the	Ecosystem	for	Community

Ownership	to	Thrive

LARC	researchers	Nokwanda	Sihlali,

Fezeka	Ntsanwisi	and	Ncedo	Mngqibisa

attended	a	learning	event	in

Johannesburg	hosted	by	the	Initiative	for

Social	Performance	in	Renewable	Energy

(INSPIRE)	from	the	11th	–	12th	of

February	2025.	The	two-day	event	was

centred	on	“Building	the	Ecosystem	for

Community	Ownership	to	Thrive”.	With

Community	Trusts	as	the	focal	point	of

this	gathering	the	primary	objectives	of

the	event	were	to:	To	strengthen	the

network	and	quality	of	relationships

necessary	for	Community	Trusts	to

thrive;	To	celebrate	and	learn	from	the

key	achievements	and	advancements

made	in	community	ownership	and

benefit	sharing;	To	create	a	safe,	robust,

inclusive	space	for	conversations	around

current	challenges	and	opportunities

within	Community	Trusts	in	renewable

energy	contexts;	To	facilitate	the	sharing

of	knowledge,	tools,	and	insights	gained

through	Community	Trust	implementation.

The	event	served	as	a	space	to

strengthen	approaches	to	community

ownership	and	improve	the	quality	of

relationships	necessary	for	Community

Trusts	to	thrive.	The	event	had	a	varied

collection	of	attendees	in	the	room	who

are	involved	in	the	REIPPPP	landscape,

such	as	trustees,	IPP	representatives,

social	performance/	economic

development	practitioners.

Alternative	Mining	Indaba

LARC	researchers	attended	the	Alternative	Mining	Indaba	hosted	on	the	3rd	and	6th

2025	of	February	in	Woodstock,	Cape	Town.	The	AMI	convened	under	the	theme

"Energy	Transition	for	Who?	The	Critical	Question	of	Our	Time!"	This	gathering	brought

together	over	350	participants,	including	community	representatives,	civil	society

organisations,	faith-based	groups,	policymakers,	parliamentarians,	media,	academia,

and	researchers.	The	discussions	centred	on	ensuring	that	the	energy	transition

addresses	historical	injustices,	social	inequalities,	and	economic	disparities.	Emphasis

was	placed	on	involving	marginalised	communities—particularly	women,	youth,	and

persons	with	disabilities—in	decision-making	processes	within	the	extractive

industries.	The	AMI	also	highlighted	the	need	for	African	nations	to	assert	control	over

their	resource	governance	frameworks,	ensuring	that	local	communities	have	a

meaningful	voice	in	natural	resource	management.	Environmental	sustainability	and

corporate	accountability	were	underscored	as	vital	components	of	a	just	energy

transition.	AMI	underscored	the	importance	of	inclusive	policies	and	practices	that

prioritise	the	well-being	of	local	communities	and	the	environment,	aiming	to	reshape

Africa's	mining	landscape	in	a	manner	that	is	both	equitable	and	sustainable.

UCT	LAW	CLINIC	WORKSHOPS	&	EVENTS

The	UCT	Law	Clinic	has	hosted	its	first	2025	advocacy	workshop	in	Ocean	View,	and

looks	set	for	a	busy	year	of	consults,	cases	and	representations.

International	Collaboration

The	UCT	Law	Clinic	was	honoured	to	be	invited	to	the	Regional	Project	Promotion	of	Rule

of	Law	and	Judiciary	in	Africa	workshop,	held	from	January	26th	to	29th,	2025,	in

Tanzania.	We	were	asked	to	share	our	experiences	and	insights	on	strengthening

university-based	legal	aid	clinics	in	Tanzania.	This	invitation	follows	a	successful

engagement	we	had	with	the	GIZ	office	in	Tanzania	and	a	representative	from	the

University	of	Dodoma	in	2024.	The	Cluster	Coordinator	for	the	GIZ	Access	to	Justice

Programme	in	Tanzania,	reached	out	to	us,	having	recognized	the	value	of	our	work

with	Clinical	Legal	Education	and	Access	to	Justice.	Ms.	Michelle	Le	Roux	is	currently

representing	the	UCT	Law	Clinic	at	this	exciting	event,	which	marks	the	beginning	of	a

close	collaboration	with	GIZ,	the	University	of	Dodoma,	and	other	stakeholders.	This

workshop	promises	to	be	the	first	of	many,	as	we	work	together	to	strengthen	access

to	justice	in	Tanzania	through	university-based	legal	clinics

INTERNATIONALISATION

Law	Schools	Global	League	Academic	Conference

Prof	Fatima	Khan,	Zaida	Essop	and	Sapna	Mesthrie	recently	attended	and	presented

papers	at	the	Law	School’s	Global	League	Academic	Conference,	held	at	the	University	of

Edinburgh	from	17-19	Feb	2025.	This	is	a	prestigious	annual	conference	held	for

members	of	the	Law	Schools	Global	League,	of	which	the	UCT	Law	Faculty	is	a

member.	The	2025	conference	theme	was	Global	Law,	Community	and	Solidarity.	Prof

Khan	and	Sapna	both	presented	on	the	panel	on	Global	Solidarity	and	Community	in

Governance	and	Policy,	while	Zaida	Essop	presented	on	the	panel	on	Solidarity	in	Legal

Education	and	Practice.	The	conference	was	an	engaged	gathering	of	academics	from

around	the	world	and	was	a	great	networking	opportunity.	Prof	Khan	represented	the

UCT	Law	Faculty	at	the	LSGL	Dean’s	Meeting	the	day	after	the	conference	which	was	a

fruitful	and	engaging	meeting	between	the	leadership	of	the	different	law	schools.	

Papers	presented:

Prof	Khan	presented	her	paper	titled	Reflecting	on	the	Global	Compact	on	Refugees	–	is	it	an

expression	of	‘solidarity	and	community’	and	a	realistic	form	of	the	globalisation	of	refugee

protection	or	simply	‘pie	in	the	sky’	

Sapna	presented	her	paper	titled	Centering	the	Global	South	in	Global	Community:

Sustainability	Perspectives.	

Zaida	presented	her	paper	titled	The	Reality	of	a	Global	Community	in	Clinical	Legal	Education.

	

PROFESSIONAL	SHORT	COURSES-	LAW@WORK

Law@work	is	still	looking	for	a	presenter	for	their	short	course	on	Risk	management

using	effective	legal	contract	strategies

DATE:	30	and	31	July	2025,	09:00	to	12:00	SAST

Course	outline

The	course	offers	a	smart	mix	of	theoretical	legal	principles	and	practical	guidelines

into	finalising	various	forms	of	effective	agreements	and	contracts.	These	agreements

or	contracts	can	be	across	different	industries;	from	the	fast-moving	consumer	goods

(FMCG)	to	the	telecommunications	sectors;	from	simple	goods	and	services

procurement	agreements	to	sophisticated	engineering,	procurement,	construction	and

installation	(EPCI)	contracts	in	the	energy	and	extractive	industries.	The	course	will

provide	a	useful	practical	guide	for	contracts	conception,	planning,	contractor/supplier

qualifications	and	negotiations	towards	not	only	managing	associated	contract	risks	or

saving	costs,	but	also	avoiding	needless	contract	disputes	over	project	delays	and

cost	claims.

	

MORE	INFO:	https://law.uct.ac.za/law-at-work/courses/risk-management

	

Law@work	is	ALSO	looking	for	a	presenter/s	for	the	following	short	courses:

Commercial	loan	financing	–	an	overview	of	different	products	AND	Syndicated	loan

financing	transactions.	Please	reach	out	if	you	are	keen	to	present	OR	if	you	know	of

anyone	who	is	keen	to	present.	We	would	pay	an	hourly	fee	for	actual	lecture	time.

The	info	below	is	based	on	the	last	time	we	ran	the	course	–	and	is	open	to	changes.

Commercial	loan	financing	–	An	overview	of	different	products

Duration:	4	hours	over	2	days

Format:	presented	online	via	MS	TEAMS

Syndicated	loan	financing	transactions

Duration:	6	hours	over	3	days

Format:	presented	online	via	MS	TEAMS

Please	contact	don.coue@uct.ac.za		

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	SHORT	COURSES

UCT	staff	and	students	get	50%	discount	off	Law@work	course	fees	(excluding	2-hour

webinar	courses	and	mediation	courses).	Review	courses	at	https://law.uct.ac.za/law-

at-work/courses/course-overview.

IF	YOU	ARE	PLANNING	A	SYMPOSIUM	OR	CONFERENCE	IN	THE	FACULTY

As	the	Faculty	gets	progressively	busier,	our	resources	are	likely	to	become	strained.

Please	bear	in	mind	that	although	we	are	able	to	hold	conferences	and	gatherings	in

the	Faculty,	we	are	nevertheless	not	a	conference	centre	and	can	be	constrained	by

some	pratical	limits.	Conference	hosts	must	ensure	that	they	have	sufficient	staff

support	for	events	to	run	smoothly.	For	those	hoping	to	use	the	Level	4	staff	kitchen

please	come	and	consult	with	the	Dean's	PA	and	the	Marketing	Office	about	what

facilities	are	actually	available	(eg.	overnight	storage	etc)	as	we	need	to	ensure	that

staff	are	able	to	access	the	kitchen	regardless	of	conference-related	catering

activities,	while	also	ensuring	that	your	catering	is	well-accommodated	and	provided

without	a	hitch.	If	you	need	a	Faculty-specific	checklist	of	key	logistics	items	that

should	be	on	your	planning	schedule	for	your	conference,	please	ask	Law	Marketing

as	this	can	provide	a	useful	guide	for	those	less	familiar	with	UCT	systems	and

processes.	Let's	work	together	to	ensure	that	we	are	always	able	to	put	our	best

Faculty	foot	forward!

Got	something	to	share?
Have	thoughts	on	what	we

should	include	in
Faculty	Fortnight?

Please	send	your	news	&
ideas	to	gaby.ritchie@uct.ac.za	-
we'd	really	like	to	hear

from	you.
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