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	Key Qualifications


	Degree / Qualification
	Institution
	Year

	Admitted Attorney of the High Court
	Western Cape High Court
	2011

	LLM in Environmental Law (with distinction)
	University of Cape Town
	2009

	LLB (cum laude)
	University of Stellenbosch
	2007

	Senior Certificate (Matric) (A Aggregate)
	Somerset College
	2001


	Academic Achievements 


	Participation in the Copenhagen Climate Change Competition
	2008/2009


Michaela was selected, together with two other students, to represent the University of Cape Town in this competition hosted by the University of Copenhagen in the run-up to the Climate Change Conference (COP 15) in Copenhagen in 2009.  The competition entailed the submission of written proposals for the content of a post-Kyoto Protocol.  14 universities participated in the competition. The UCT team progressed to the oral rounds of the competition and was selected as one of the four finalists.  The written proposals have been compiled in a book (see list of publications below).  

	Awarded the Engen Petroleum Prize in Marine Law
	2008


The prize is awarded annually to the student who achieves the best combined results in the marine law courses.  Michaela was awarded the Engen Petroleum Prize in 2008, reflecting her passion for the field of marine law.  She achieved results of 74% and 76% for Marine Resources Law and Marine Pollution Law, respectively.  

	Participation in the 15th annual Willem C. Vis Moot Court Competition 
	2008


Michaela was selected as one of 6 students to represent the University of Stellenbosch in this competition, which is one of the most prestigious moot court competitions in Europe.  The team progressed to the oral rounds of the competition, held in Vienna.  The 6-man team representing the University of Stellenbosch finished 34th overall amongst 220 universities.  The team qualified for the quarter-finals.  

	Participation in the Practical Legal Training Programme & moot court competition
	2007


Michaela was selected as one of only 30 students to partake in the Practical legal Training Programme of the University of Stellenbosch during the final year of her LLB studies.  The course entails practical work at the University’s Legal Aid Clinic and an annual moot court competition.  Michaela’s group won the moot court competition and she achieved third place overall. 

	Employment History 


	Employer
	Position
	Year

	Smith Ndlovu & Summers Attorneys
	Professional Assistant 
	September 2011 to date

	University of Stellenbosch 
	Part-time lecturer 
	July 2012 – December 2012

July 2011 – December 2011 

	Smith Ndlovu & Summers Attorneys
	Article clerk
	September 2009 – August 2011


	Professional Experience 


	Experience gained working at Smith Ndlovu & Summers Attorneys   
	September 2009 – to date 


Since joining Smith Ndlovu & Summers Attorneys - a specialist environmental law firm - Michaela has gained sound practical experience in the field of environmental law.  In particular, Michaela has gained experience in the following range of matters:

· Drafting of several Legal Reviews analysing legislation applicable to the prevention and combating of marine pollution incidents.  
· Drafting of comments on Reports forming part of the environmental assessment process in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (“NEMA”). 

· Drafting of appeals in terms of section 43 of NEMA read with the EIA Regulations.

· Providing general advice to clients on aspects related to environmental assessment processes, including applications in terms of section 24G of NEMA and other environmental approval processes, for example, the licensing requirements in terms of the National Environmental Management: Waste Act (Act No. 59 of 2008).    
· Drafting applications for requests for access to information in terms of the Promotion of Access to Information Act (Act No. 2 of 2000), and drafting appeals in that regard.  
· Drafting a legal opinion regarding biodiversity offsets and drafting a Biodiversity Offsets Agreement in the context of an environmental authorisation granted in terms of section 24G of NEMA.  

· Advising both public and private sector clients concerning issues related to environmental compliance and enforcement.  
· Advising clients on compliance and enforcement in heritage related matters.  
· Representing one of the firm’s corporate clients in a litigious matter regarding environmental pollution.  
· Advising clients in connection with the statutory approvals required for the establishment and operation of renewable energy facilities, including both environmental and land use planning approvals.  
	Experience gained lecturing at the University of Stellenbosch 
	2011 & 2012


In 2011 Michaela accepted an offer to act as a part-time lecturer in the University of Stellenbosch’s Master of Laws Programme, standing in for Mr. Durand Cupido who is currently overseas completing his Doctorate.  Michaela lectures 50% of a course described as “International Business Transactions B” (IBT B) which is offered in the second semester.  

Michaela teaches the section of the course focusing on the carriage of goods by sea.  Although the course is primarily focused on commercial aspects and admiralty jurisdiction in South Africa, it also features some aspects of the traditional marine law subjects.  For example, the course touches on the United National Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and marine pollution.  The position has enabled Michaela to gain valuable practical experience in teaching students, and setting and marking assignments and exam papers.  

	Other relevant experience and activities 


	Activities as regional representative of the ELA  
	


Michaela is one of the regional representatives of the Environmental Law Association (ELA).  In her capacity as regional representative she has contributed to the organisation in the following manner:

· Assisting in recruiting a guest speaker for the ELA 2012 Annual Conference and assisting in the run-up of the ELA 2011 Annual Conference;

· Publishing various environmental law news articles for the ELA newsletter during 2011;

· Marketing of the ELA at the annual conference of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIASAsa) in 2011 and recruiting new members; 

· Organising various workshops in collaboration with the Institute of marine and Environmental Law (IMEL)  and the IAIAsa Western Cape Branch including:

· “Fracking: getting a grip on the science and the legal issues” (May 2011)

· “Critical Biodiversity Areas and EIAs: An interactive workshop” (April 2011)

· Presenting talks on aspects of environmental law at various workshops and seminars, including:
· “The interface between strategic planning tools and EIA: recent case law” (August 2012) presented at a joint IAIAsa/ELA workshop forming part of the IAIAsa 2012 annual conference under the title “Making sense of emerging strategic level planning and environmental decision support tools”.  The workshop was attended by various professionals in the town planning and legal fields, academics and government officials.
· “Need and Desirability” – the legal framework” (May 2012) presented at a workshop hosted jointly by the provincial Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP), the IAIAsa Western Cape Branch, the ELA and IMEL under the title “Considering Need and Desirability in EIAs: An interactive workshop”.  The workshop was attended by various professionals, including town planners, environmental assessment practitioners, and attorneys as well as government officials. 
· “Environmental Control Officers (ECOs) and the law” (December 2011) presented at a workshop hosted jointly by DEA&DP, IAIAsa Western Cape, the ELA and IMEL under the title “’Bridging the gap’ challenges and opportunities between the ECO and environmental planning perspectives – an interactive workshop”.  The workshop was attended mainly by environmental assessment practitioners as well as officials of the City of Cape Town.
· “Critical Biodiversity Areas – the legal context” (April 2011) presented at a workshop hosted jointly by the provincial Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, the IAIAsa Western Cape Branch, the ELA and the Institute of Marine and Environmental Law (IMEL) under the title “Critical Biodiversity Areas and EIAs: An interactive workshop”.  The workshop was attended mainly by environmental assessment practitioners.  
	Publications & papers presented at conferences 


	Publications in journals and books 
	


Michaela Lau, Olivia Rumble and Phillipa Niland “South Africa – University of Cape Town – Submissions of the Republic of Ubuntu” in The Copenhagen Protocol on Climate Change: An international negotiation Competition Laura Nielsen, Peter Pagh and Anita Ronne (eds.) (2009) DJØF Publishing, Copenhagen
Michaela Lau, Olivia Rumble and Phillipa Niland “Towards sustainable development. An African perspective on reforming the Clean Development Mechanism” in Environmental governance and climate change in Africa – Legal Perspectives Monograph series Rose Mwebaza and Louis Kotzé (eds.)  
	Papers and presentations presented at conferences and published in conference proceedings 


	Annual IAIAsa Conference 
	2011


Michaela attended the annual IAIAsa conference in 2011.  Together with Mr. Nicholas Smith she submitted and presented a paper titled “Governance in court: recent developments in South African environmental jurisprudence - how the courts are giving effect to the environmental right enshrined in South Africa’s Constitution”.  At the conference, Michaela also participated as a panellist in a panel discussion on recent case law and the development of environmental law in our Courts.  
	Third Symposium of ASSELAU 
	2009


Michaela attended the third symposium and second scientific conference for Environmental Law Lecturers from African Universities (ASSELAU) the theme of which was “Governance and Climate Change in Africa”.  
At the conference, Michaela presented a paper titled “Towards Sustainable Development: An African Perspective on Reforming the Clean Development Mechanism” which she co-authored with two fellow students from the University of Cape Town (see the list of publications above).  
	Other non-academic publications  
	


Michaela Lau and Nicholas Smith “SLAPP suit victory – Punitive costs order against Gauteng property developer” (2011) Vol 6 No. 3 Environmental Management 

Michaela Lau and Nicholas Smith “Rallying for the protection of the environment: activist jurisprudence in South Africa and some guiding principles for environmental activists” (2010) Vol 5 No. 4 Environmental Management 
Nicholas Smith and Michaela Lau “Balancing constitutional rights: Oudekraal 4 –environmental considerations an underlying concern” (2010) Vol 5 No. 2 Environmental Management 

Michaela Lau and Heinrich Muller “The rectification of ongoing unlawful listed activities – between a rock and a hard place” (2009) Vol 5 No. 1 Environmental Management 
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